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This intemationaj preliminary examination report has t>een prepaiBd by this International Prennrtinary Examining 
Aumoiity ana is iransmitied to the appBoani accoiding to Artlrte 36. 

2. The REPORT consiste ota Jotal of e ::$heets, including lhi» cover sheet. 

Kst -^L.- ^ -^v^mnaniort hv ANMPXES 1.6; shsftts of the description, ctaims and*>r drawings which have 

^^H!^0 ^^&^BBC^r^ 607 the Administrath/e Instnictions under the PCT). 
These annexes consist a total of 3 sheets. 



3, This report conKalna Indications relating tolhe following items: 

-Basis of the opinion 

priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Indusirial applitability 
LaoK of unity of invention 

Reasoned stalamant under Rule S6.a(a)(ii) with regart to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and expianaiions supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international appnoation 
Certain obsefvaiions on me international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No, PCT/NL 03AD0124 



L Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the intenmational application (Replacement Bh&eis which ha\/e been furnished to 
the receMng Office in response to an invitation under Artide 14:are referred to in this report as "originaliy ftted' 
and ara not annexed to this report sirtce they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16, and 70. r7)}: 



iDescription, -Pages 

1 ^ as originaUy filed 
'^Claims, Numbers 

1-10 received on 19.02.2004 with tetter of 19.022004 
Drawings, Sheets 

^JB-^B as originally fi!ed 

.2. With regard to the language. all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were avaliable or furnished to this Authority inihe following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for thepurposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language ot publication of the internationat application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 1he language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andtor 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andAor amino acid sequence disclosed in the Internationa) application, the 
international prenminary-eseamination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intematbnal application in written form. 

□ filed together with the International application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

P furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

.□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been iumlshed. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

n the description, pages: 

□ the olaims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PCT/N L 03/301 24 



5. O This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disciosure as filed (RuleT0.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to.under item Land annexed to this 
refx^rt) 

6. Additional obsen^tions, if necessary: 
I V-Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restnct or pay additional fees, the applicant hae: 

'.□ reetricted the claims. 

□ paid. additional fees, 

JO paid^additronal fees under protest. 

neither restricted nor paid additionai fees. 

^. la Thfe Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to 
Rule 68:1 , -not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement cf unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, I3.2:and 13l3 
is 

n compned v/ith. 

IS) not compned with for the following reasons: 
see separate .sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 



.□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under 'Article.35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or rndustrial appiicabNity; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



IS) all parts. 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Ciaims 



1-10 



inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



V10 



Citations and explanations 
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Re Item W 

J-ack of .unity of invention 



The miBthod according to claim '1.0 does not oompleteiy lead to the bag according to 
claim 1 , since it lacl<s.a step for making the hole. 

Consequently, there is a lack of unity between claim '1 on the one hand and claim 10 on 
the other hand. 



He Item V 

Reasoned .statement .under ATticie35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial ^applicability; icitations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-Bl-6-t95 964(KlTAOKOUJI).6 March.2001 (2001-03-06) 
:D2: NL-A-7 01 1 940 {STAMICARBON NV) IS Febmary 1 972 (1 972-02-1 5) 

2. The subject-matter of claim 1 meets the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. 

2. 1 Novelty, Article 33(2) PCT: 

The closest prior art Is shown by document T51 (see In particular figures 1 and 
3(a)). 

The bag known from said document has alt of the structural features included in 
the preamble of claim 1 , but lacks the features that "the side panels and the front ; 
panels are sealed to one another along the end edges" and that '^he mid section 
comprises a hole [...] (see the characterising portion of claim 1). 



F^rm PCT/Separato6hesiM09 (Sheet ^} (EPO-Aprll 1997) 
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2-2 Inventive step, Article 33(3) PCT: 

The objective technical problem to be solved is to modify the bag known from 
.document .D1 in :such a way that it can .be inserted into a generally cylindrical 
container which has a curved topand bottom.and that it can 'receive a tube 
connected to a shut-off valve located otrtside*the:bag. 

This problem Is solved byradding the features included in the characterising 
-portion of claim 1 . 

Despite the disclosure of document D2 (see inparticular the figures^nd the 
claims) 1h© bag according to claim 1 is not suggested .by the avallable prior art. 

There is no hint in the.priorart leading the skilled personioarrange ahole in tiie 
''mid section*" in such a way that its ''periphary does not contact any sealing lines of* 
the side panels". 

If the skilled person decided to provide a hole in the ''mid section" of the bag 
known from D1 , said hole would inevitably contact sealing lines. 

2.3 The bag according to claim 1 Is undoubtedly industrially applicable (Anicle ,33(4) 
PCT). 

3. The dependent claims 2 to 7 relate to embodiments of the bag according to claim 
1. Consequently, said claims also meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. 

4. Both the assembly according to claim 8 and the assembly according to cJaim 9 
include a . bag "according to any of the preceding claims''. 

Consequently, claims 8 and 9 also meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT. 

5. The method according to claim 1 0 is neither known from nor suggested by the 
available prior art. 

Consequently, the method of claim 10 also meets the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. 
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Bag (4) made of film material, which bag in Uie .unfolded state has .an essentially 
rectangular mid section (31X a front panel (1 1) .and a rear panel (12) extending from 
two opposing side edges oftfae mid section C31)> having, Tight angles to th6-£t>m 
panel and rear panel, two side panels (13, 14)that extend Aoin two-fiiither side-edges of 
:the mid section (31), each panel (11» 12, 13. 14) .being pn>vided with two side edges 
(.15, 16, 15', 16\ 32, 33, 32% 330 and with^an end ed^e (17, 18, IT, 18', 33. 34,33', 
34') located some distance away :fiPom ihemid section, therein, when the bag is in the 
made-up state, the side panels ai^ folded along their centre line (35), .as well .as along 
two fold lines (26, .27, 28, 29) that tun from .the .comer :poinls of the mid section (31) ' 
located close to the respective side panel into or close to :the cenrre of the mid section, 
wherein the side panel halves located on eiiher side of the centre line (35) of the side 
panels are positioned with their outsidcs (36, 360 facing one another and wherein the 
iront -and Tcar panels Jure folded about the centre .line (35) of the mid section (31) and 
.aze positioned with .their insides (24,24') facing oneanother, wherein the double- folded 
side panels (13, 14) are located between the rfront panel ^dihe tear panel (II, 12), the 
longitudinal edges (32, 33, 32', 33') of the side panels (13, 14) are in contact with the 
.adjacent longitudinal edges (15, 16, 15', 16') of the-fiont and vsai panels (U, 12), and 
the side panels and the :fiont and rear panels are sealed to one :another .along the 
longitudinal edges (15, 16, 15', 16',32, 33, 32', 33'^ characterized in that the side panels 
(13, 14) and the front and rear panels (11, 12) are sealed to one another along the end 
edges (17, IS, IT, 18' 33, 34, 33', 34'), wherein the mid section comprises a hole (30) I 
made in the film material at or close to the centre of the mid section (31)i for receiving 
a tube (5) extending in the interior of the bag (4), which tube is connected to a shut-ofT 
valve (6) located outside the bag the shut off valve adapted for sealing to ihe periphery 
of the hole (30), which periphery does not contact any sealing lines of the side panels. 

Bag (4) acconding to Claim 1, wherein the end edges (17, 18, 17', 18', 33, 34, 33', 34') 
of the panels comprises two edge sections extending in the shape of a point 4 from the 
side edges to the centre line (19, 35) of each panel (1 1, 12, 13, 14). 
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Bag (4) according to Claim 1 ov2, wherein the bag comprises a laminate of a mcxal foil 
layer and aplastic layer, the plastic layer being located on the inside (24, 24') of the 
bag, which plastic layer provides .the seal between the panels (11, 12, 13, 14) by the 
a^jplication of heat along the lon^mdinal edges (15, 16, 15', 16', 32, 33, 3T, 33') and 
-along the end edges (17, 18, IT, 18', 33, 34,33',34'). 

.Bag (4) according to one of the preceding dainis, characterised in chat two ^tening 
lips C22,23,".22', .23') are provided along two opposing longitudinal -edges (15, 16, IS' 
16') of apanel, which fastening tips (22, 23, .22', 23') extend laterally with respect to the 
longitudinal edges and.are placed on top of one anotherand joined to one another such 
that ihey can comeapart. 

Bag (4) .according to Claim 5, wherein the fastening lips (22^.23, 22', 23*) are fonned on 
the longimdinal edges (15, 16, 15', 16') of the fcom stxid rear panels (Ll, 12) and 
protrude beyond the longitudinal edges of the side panels. 

Bag (4) according to Claim 5 or 6, wherein the fastening lips (22, 23, 22\ -23') run 
along both longitudinal edges (15, 16, 15', 16') of the front and Tear panels and have a 
mutually diffeirait length and/or position along the longitodinal edges. 

Bag (4) according to one of thepreceding claims, wherein two panels located on either 
side of the mid section (31) are made from individual pieces of material (56, 57) and 
are joined to the side edges (59> 60) of the mid section. 

Assembly of a bag and a tube and shut off valve according to .any of the preceding 
claims. 

Assembly of a container (1) having a curved base (3) and/or neck (2), containing a bag 
(4) according to one of the preceding claims. 
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1 0. Method for making a bag bom film matenal, comprising the following steps; 

(a) feeding three webs (50^ 5 1 , 52) of fiLcn material in paxallel, ^ 

(b) joining .adjoining sides (58, .59) of the two outer webs to the middle web of 
material (50)^ 

(c) :before or ^er step (b), cutting off .the webs transversely to ihe direction of 
transportin orderto form side panels (13^ 1 4) :and£'02it rand rear panels (1 1.2), 

(d) folding .the.side'panels (13. 14) :aIon^ their centre line (35) as well as along two 
fold lines (26,127, 28^129) which run ^m.:che comer points of ihe side -panels 
located close to -the -middle web to :the centre line of the jniddle web (35)» side 

l^anel halves located on -either side of the centre line of .the side -panels being 

-positioned with their ouisides (36, 36') facing oneianother. 

(e) folding.the front and rear panels towards one another about the centre Hne (35) of 
the mid section and positioaing the front and rear panels (11, 12) with their 
insidesiiacing one another, tKe side panels folded. double being Located between 
the firontpanel and the rear panel 

(f) joining the edges of the side paneb (32, 33, 34, 32', 33', 34') that are in -contact 
with the adjoining-edges (15, 16, 17, 18, 15\ 16', 17% 180 of the front and rear 
panels (11, 12). 
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